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Overview

• International Graduate Students at MSU
• Contingent Admission
• Tests of English Language Proficiency
• Credential Evaluation



INTERNATIONAL GRADUATE 
APPLICATION TRENDS











International Graduate Enrollment
Level USA MSU

Master’s 165,978 67

Doctoral 117,779 59

TOTAL 311,204 126



Top Five Sending Countries to the U.S.

Level USA MSU

China 103,587 17

India 54,607 19

South Korea 19,916 0

Canada 10,982 4

Saudi Arabia 9,379 6



International Contingent Admission

• Academically qualified applicant:

 Lacks GRE/GMAT scores
or

English proficiency scores below 
department minimum



Possible Countries of Origin
• Brazil- Science Without Borders

• Iraq- Students may not have access to testing 
centers

• Indonesia and Vietnam- Government funds PhD 
students accepted into degree program

• Saudi Arabia- King Abdullah Scholarship Program 



GRE Hardship Locations

• Andorra
• Aruba
• Belarus
• Brunei
• Burundi
• Cape Verde
• Central African Republic
• Cuba
• Curacao
• Equatorial Guinea
• Gabon
• Gambia

• Guinea- Bissau
• Holy See
• Korea-North
• Laos
• Lesotho
• Liechtenstein
• Maldives
• Monaco
• Montenegro
• Nauru
• Saint Vincent and the 

Grenadines

• San Marino
• Sao Tome and Principe
• Seychelles
• Sint Maarten
• Solomon Islands
• Somalia
• South Sudan
• Swaziland
• Tuvalu
• Vanuatu

Taking the GRE presents significant hardship in the following locations:



GMAT Hardship Locations
Taking the GMAT presents significant hardship in the following locations:

• Afghanistan
• Albania
• Algeria
• Andorra
• Angola
• Antigua and 

Barbuda
• Armenia
• Aruba
• Bahamas
• Barbados
• Belarus
• Belize
• Benin
• Bhutan
• Brunei
• Burkina Faso
• Burundi
• Cambodia
• Cape Verde

• Central African 
Republic

• Chad
• Comoros
• Congo, Democratic 

Republic of the
• Congo, Republic of 

the
• Cote d’Ivoire
• Cuba
• Curacao
• Djibouti
• Dominica
• Equatorial Guinea
• Eritrea
• Estonia
• Fiji
• Gabon
• Gambia
• Grenada
• Guinea

• Guinea-Bissau
• Guyana
• Haiti
• Holy See
• Iran
• Iraq
• Kiribati
• Kosovo
• Laos
• Lesotho
• Liberia
• Libya
• Macau
• Madagascar
• Malawi
• Maldives
• Mali
• Malta
• Marshall Islands
• Mauritania

• Micronesia
• Monaco
• Montenegro
• Mozambique
• Namibia
• Nauru
• Niger
• North Korea
• Oman
• Palau
• Papua New Guinea
• Rwanda
• Saint Kitts and Nevis
• Saint Lucia
• Saint Vincent and 

the Grenadines
• Samoa
• San Marino
• Sao Tome and 

Principe

• Seychelles
• Sierra Leone
• Sint Maarten
• Slovakia
• Slovenia
• Solomon Islands
• Somalia
• South Sudan
• Sudan
• Suriname
• Swaziland
• Syria
• Tajikistan
• Timor-Leste
• Togo
• Tonga
• Turkmenistan
• Tuvalu
• Vanuatu



International Contingent Admission



TESTS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
PROFICIENCY



English Competency Tests

IELTS
International English 

Language Testing System

MELAB
Michigan English Language 

Battery Assessment 

TOEFL
Test of English 

as a Foreign Language

PTE
Pearson Test of English

Academic



IELTS Academic

Writing (1-9)
Writing task of at least 150 words 

where the candidate must 
summarise, describe or explain a 

table, graph, chart or diagram 
Short essay task of at least 250 words 

60 minutes

Reading (1-9)
Three long reading passages with 

tasks

60 minutes

Speaking (1-9)
Face-to-face interview includes short 
questions, speaking at length about a 

familiar topic and a structured 
discussion 

11-14 minutes

Listening (1-9)
Four recorded monologues and 

conversations

30 minutes



IELTS Scores
9 Expert user

8 Very good user

7 Good user

6 Competent user

5 Modest user

4 Limited user

3 Extremely limited 

2 Intermittent user

1 Non-user

The results from the four parts 
are averaged to produce an

Overall Band Score.

Scores are reported in whole 
and half bands, 

e.g., 6.5, 7.0, 7.5, 8.0.

Reliability Estimate: 0.96 SEM: 0.22



TOEFL iBT
• Internet Based Test (sections added for overall score 0-120)

Reading (0-30)
3 to 5 sample passages from academic 

texts, approx. 700 words long
12 to 14 questions per passage

60 to 100 minutes

Listening (0-30)
4 to 6 lectures- 3 to 5 minutes long, 

6 questions each
2 to 3 conversations- 3 minutes long,  5 

questions each
60 to 90 minutes

Speaking (0-30)
Two tasks to express an opinion on a 

familiar topic. Four tasks to speak based on 
what is read and listened to 20 minutes.

Writing (0-30)
One task to write based on what is read 
and listened to one task to support an 

opinion on a topic.

50 minutes 
-Reliability estimate: 0.94 SEM: 5.64



Other TOEFL Versions

Listening (31-68)
50 questions
35 minutes

Structure/Writing (31-68)
40 questions
25 minutes

Reading (31-67)
50 questions
55 minutes

• Institutional Testing Program (310-677)
-Multiple choice test, accepted when administered by IIE or government agency 

• Paper Based Test (310-677)

Listening (31-68)

50 questions
30-40 minutes

Structure/Writing (31-68)

40 questions
25 minutes

Reading (31-67)

50 questions
55 minutes

PBT locations: http://www.ets.org/Media/Tests/TOEFL/tclists/PBT_view_all.html

TWE Test of Written English: 1 topic, 30 minutes. Score reported separately. (1-6)  

-Reliability estimate: 0.96 SEM: 13.0

http://www.ets.org/Media/Tests/TOEFL/tclists/PBT_view_all.html


MELAB TEST
Writing

Test takers write an essay based on 
one of two topic choices. 

30 minutes

Listening
3 parts- consisting of recorded 

questions, statements, and 
conversations. Test takers choose 

from printed answers.

35-40 minutes  

GCVR
Test takers complete multiple choice 

sections: Grammar, Cloze, 
Vocabulary, and Reading.

80 minutes  

Speaking*
*Optional 15 minute conversation  



MELAB Scores

Writing (53-97)

Listening (30-100)
Reliability Estimate*: 0.85 SEM*: 4.7 

GCVR (15-100)
Reliability Estimate*: 0.92 SEM*: 4.12 

Speaking (1-4)

Final MELAB 
Score: 
33-99

(Average of Writing, 
Listening, and GCVR)

*Average Reliability Estimate and SEM,  MELAB Report 2012



PTE Academic

Speaking & Writing
Test takers read aloud, repeat 

sentence, describe image, re-tell 
lecture, and answer question.

30-35 minutes

Summarize written text.
20-25 minutes

Write essay.
20-40 minutes

Reading
Multiple-choice, re-order paragraphs, 

and fill in the blanks.
32-41 minutes

Listening
Summarize spoken text.

20-30 minutes

Multiple-choice, fill in the blanks, 
select missing word, dictation.

23-28 minutes



PTE Academic

Overall Score (10-90)

Communicative 
Skills

Listening (10-90)
Reading (10-90)
Speaking (10-90)
Writing (10-90)

Enabling Skills
Grammar (10-90)

Oral Fluency (10-90)
Pronunciation (10-90)

Spelling (10-90)
Vocabulary (10-90)

Written Discourse (10-90)
Reliability Estimate: 0.97 SEM: 2.32



Minimum Scores and Equivalencies

University TOEFL IELTS Other

University of Montana 92/580 7.0 MELAB 83

Northern Arizona University 80/550 6.5 ???

Montana State University 80/??? 7.0 ???

New Mexico State University 79/550 6.5 ???

University of Idaho 79/550 6.5 MELAB 77

North Dakota State Uni. 71/525 6.0 PTE 50

University of North Dakota 76/550 6.5 ELS 112

University of Wyoming ??/??? ?.? ???

University of Nevada - Reno 61/500 6.0 ???

Utah State University 79/550 6.0 PTE 53



Recommended Score Equivalencies
TOEFL PBT TOEFL iBT IELTS MELAB PTE

600 100 7.0 85 68
Can produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and explain a viewpoint on a 
topical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages of various options. 

575 90 7.0 80 61
Can understand the main ideas of complex text on both concrete and abstract topics, 
including technical discussions in his/her field of specialization. 

550 80 6.5 77 54
Can exchange factual information on familiar routine/non-routine matters within his/her 
field with some confidence. Can pass on a detailed piece of information reliably. 

525 71 6.0 75 48
Can understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar matters regularly 
encountered in work, school, leisure, etc. 



MAJOR PRINCIPLES OF APPLIED 
COMPARATIVE EDUCATION



Principle One

• GRADES: Each educational system maintains a 
normal distribution of grades.



Principle Two

• CREDITS: One year of full-time academic work 
at one institution is the same at another 
institution of the same level.

Conversion Factor = Total Foreign Credits ÷ U.S. Credits in Similar Timeframe



Principle Three

• LEVEL: There are major differences between 
primary, secondary and tertiary education 
within educational systems.



Principle Four

• PROGRAM: Two educational programs may be 
considered equivalent even when they are not 
identical.

Core 2.0



Principle Five

• Philosophy: Two credential evaluation experts 
can reach very different conclusions.

Education Credential Evaluators
vs. 

World Education Services



Basics of Foreign Credential Evaluation

• Institution
– What level is the institution? 
– Is the institution accredited/recognized by the appropriate 

authorities?

• Credential
– Is the credential authentic and complete?
– Is the credential comparable to one or more degrees in the US?
– How should credits be converted?
– How should grades be converted?
– What does this credential provide access to in terms of career or 

further education in the target system?
– Is the translation accurate?



Resources: 
Online Credential Verification Systems



Resources: 
Educational Systems and Degree Equivalencies



Resources: 
Educational Systems and Degree Equivalencies



Resource: 
Online Grade Equivalencies



The Value Stream in Admissions

Extra Fee

Delayed Response

Additional Step



Feedback Requested

Student Applies Online to 
MSU

Documents Received, 
Checklist Satisfied and 

International Document 
Review Completed by OIP

Eligible Application 
Forwarded to Academic 

Department

Department Notifies OIP 
of Decision

Student Receives 
Immigration Documents 
from OIP and Applies for 

Visa



Questions?



Resources

• See Handout
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