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The Benefits of a Campus Plan



Original Campus Master Plan

The New York architect designed the campus in the Italian 
Renaissance style.

1917

Cass Gilbert



Future Planning can Inform 

and Shape Decision Making

Lack of Vision sets the stage for:
Loss of opportunity and natural resources

Buildings built in the wrong location

Unnecessary invasion of open space

Unexpected barriers to future expansion

Inappropriate architecture on campus



The Essential Elements of a Plan are:
A “shared vision” to inform & shape decisions

Policy

A Conceptual Framework for future growth

A holistic planning process that meets the needs 
of the institution while considering the community 
at large

Guidelines



What MSU Gains with a Campus Plan:
Opportunity

Direction and Order 

Campus Sense of Place

Sense of Community

A long term vision protecting the 
mission & values of Montana 
State University



The Campus Plan Process

Observation & Information Gathering

Analysis

Guiding Principles & Concepts

Buildout Scenarios

Draft
Campus Plan for the Future

2006 Campus Design Guidelines



Guiding Principles

Examples:

Build on the best qualities of the 
overall campus and region by 
respecting tradition and 
encouraging invention.

Strive to embody the Principles of the Campus Plan in each 
individual  project.

Respect the University’s unique setting and climate.



Goals
Example:

The Campus Plan should create an aesthetic quality appropriate to 
the campus as a whole and to specific areas, conserving and 
improving existing buildings, open space, and views on  campus, 
while looking for opportunities to create additional open space.

Example:

Designate important open spaces and views on campus and 
create policies to ensure their preservation and maintenance

Objectives



Campus Plan Goals

•Edges
•Gateways



Campus Plan Goals

•Edges
•Gateways
•Student Space
•Connections



Campus Plan Goals

•Edges
•Gateways
•Student Space
•Connections
•Open Space



Campus Plan Guidelines

Example:

Montana’s mountains and valleys represent one of 
MSU’s most important and “imageable” features.  
View corridors to the Bridgers, Hyalites, Tobacco 
Roots, Spanish Peaks and Sourdough Ridge should 
be mapped and protected from future 
development invasion.



Porticos, gables, cornices, columns, and dormers are not style-dependent architectural 
elements.  Rather, they act as a kit of parts that can be used to help define the character 
of  buildings and grounds by regulating scale, massing, and facade rhythm.  

Design Guidelines
Building Elements



Design Guidelines
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Some Trends in Education

The decade since 1993 has seen college enrollments grow by 15% 
with minority students now making up nearly 30% of the total 
undergraduate population.

The percentage of male students has declined and 
is projected to continue to do so.

The Journal of the Society for College and University Planning

Less tax revenue is available for capital projects at public 
universities.

Partnerships across universities, government agencies, and 
private industry will increase with shared space.

How will this affect physical planning at Universities?



Some Trends in Education
Adolescents, including college students, have different bio-cycles 
than children & adults -

They experience a 2nd alert cycle in the late evening & don’t 
experience waking alertness until mid-morning

The Journal of the Society for College and University Planning

Future changes for campus libraries –

Traditional library will remain while the definition is changing:  
annex concept - “campus living room” - “work center”

How will this affect physical planning at Universities?

University-linked retirement communities is a growing trend in the US -

By 2050 the proportion of older people will have double while the 
proportion of children will have declined.

Baby boomers retiring will be 20 % of the total population by 2030. 

Percentage of adults age 55+ participating in educational activities 
has increased from 6 % to 38 % (2001)

(United Nations Population Division)



MSU Trends in Education

Grow to 13,000 students from 12,200 in next 5 years –
half of growth is graduate students, half through retention

MSU 5 Year Vision

Increase Native American and International students

How will this affect physical planning at Universities?

There will be a premium for space for graduate students and upper 
division undergraduates – research space, living space, etc.

Faculty and staff will grow proportionately with enrollment and 
research.

There will be increased pressure for offices, growth in research space 
and increased parking demand.

Integration of learning and discovery – students will interact with 
senior faculty.

Academic offerings will be increasingly interdisciplinary 



Stakeholder Meetings January 2006

Meetings are 
scheduled throughout 
the day  

Wednesday Jan. 25th

and 

Thursday January 
26th.

Today – Needs, Wants, Vision Ideas, Complaints 

Comments and suggestions will be anonymous.

Be sure to sign the Sign-In sheet for future communications.



What to do about getting to Campus?


