CHARGE OF THE MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE
INTRODUCTION

The University is cognizant of its responsibility to provide an environment conducive to the health and
safety of all employees, students, visitors, and neighbors. In order to establish effective, uniform policies
and programs in this area, the University Environmental Health and Safety Committee has been
established to advise the Provost, the Vice President for Research, Creativity, and Technology Transfer,
and the Vice President Administration and Finance.

PURPOSE

The purpose of the University Environmental Health and Safety Committee (EH & S Committee) is to
recognize, evaluate, and recommend controls of university environmental factors which might cause
impaired health, well-being, efficiency, or comfort. It guides and supports the work of the university's
Risk Management and Safety Department toward these goals. It strives to develop a positive attitude
toward safety in the faculty and staff, as in the students, who expect MSU to provide adequate training
for their careers.

RESPONSIBILITIES

This charter includes the following specific responsibilities:

a. Formulating, reviewing, and/or recommending the adoption of environmental health and safety
policies related to the following:

1. The use of hazardous chemicals, including: carcinogens, mutagens, teratogens and toxic,
reactive and flammable chemicals.

2. The use of physical hazards, including: lasers, cryogenic liquids, electrical hazards and
compressed gases.

3. Hazardous and infectious wastes.

4. Other laboratory hazards affecting the environmental, health, and safety of the campus
community.

5. Training programs related to the above hazards.

b. Advising the university senior leadership, on the status of University environmental, health and
safety programs and their needs.

c. Providing advice and recommendations concerning appropriate staff and faculty expertise for
development of tools to assess safety performance and risk management.

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER OVERSIGHT BODIES

The Committee’s responsibilities shall not include oversight of the areas of safety governed by the
Institutional Biosafety Committee, the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee, the human subject



Institutional Review Board, and the Radiation Safety Committee; however, the Committee shall, when
there is potential overlap, coordinate and consult with those institutional bodies.

MEMBERSHIP

The committee is representative of the university, with at least six voting members from areas involved
in campus safety, those who have expressed an interest in membership, and who are recommended by
the committee. Membership is continuous. Appointments are made with input from the committee.
The initial chair is appointed by the President, thereafter will be chosen by vote of the committee.

One non-voting ex-officio members shall also be appointed by each of the following University
functional areas: Safety and Risk Management, Internal Audit, Office of Legal Counsel, Human
Resources, Student Success, and Facilities.



