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Letter From the Director’s Chair


	By Betsy Danforth


Well, it is once again the end of the academic year.  I am very sad to be saying goodbye to Jen Knowles and Alessandra Pollock, our two work-study assistants who will be graduating with the class of 1998.  I realize I am losing not only two great workers, but also two terrific friends who will be missed very much!  Okay, enough of that mushy stuff.


This has been a fun, action packed year.  We had a terrific Women’s History Month featuring lots of educational programs.  We started off the month with a history of the 1848 Seneca Falls convention, the first formal meeting dedicated solely to women’s issues. We then had a variety of programs including men in the feminist movement, women in contemporary Irish poetry (a wonderful presentation by two MSU students and new professor Kimberly Myers),  readings by two local authors and a discussion of the third wave of feminism. 












































Thank You to all the 15th year Anniversary Supporters!


Thanks to everyone who has participated in the $15 for 15 years campaign.


Alpha Omicron Pi Sorority


Stephanie Becker


Allen Bertelsen


Phyllis Bock


Alanna Brown





We also held our sixth annual “MSU Women: Past, Present and Future” reception and had an excellent turnout for that.  We honored fifteen women with Women of Achievement awards, so be sure to read about these amazingly dedicated students in this issue of the newsletter.


 Lastly, I would like to personally thank all of you who have contributed to our “15 Dollars for 15 Years” campaign.  The Board decided to send letters out instead of our annual book drive and the results have been amazing!  We are completely overwhelmed by the response we have gotten and feel very supported by both the MSU and Bozeman communities.  We have received over 60 donations and raised over $800.00 and are looking forward to shopping for new books, office equipment and perhaps designing a new program with the proceeds.  Thanks so much for letting us know that you care!  In lieu of writing each of you individual “thank you” notes, we decided to list everyone’s name here in the newsletter.





















































Corlann Gee Bush 


Peter Bunde				


Katie Cady


Ann Cannata


Karen Cargill


Jill Davis


Michelle Dennis


Genevieve DeWeese


Rudi Dietrich


Patricia and John Drumbeller


Margret Elson


Sharon Eversman


Ada Giusti


Rolf Groseth


Sharon Hapner


Julie Hitchcock


Glenniss Indreland


Patty Inskeep


Joanne Jennings 


Linda Karell


Kathie Lang


Jennifer Knickerbocker


Marianne Liebman


Colleen Mack-Canty


Elizabeth Madden


Gwen Martin


Patrice Mascolo


Judy Mathre


Kristy McFetridge


Betsy Taylor McGee


Patti Miller


Peggy Muldoon


Mary Murphy


Dr. Kimberly Myers


Montana Travel, Inc.


MSU Foundation


MSU President’s Office


Tammy Machowicz Olsztyn


Pat Oriet 











Third Wave Agenda:  Being Feminist, Doing Feminism     


ed. Leslie Heywood & Jennifer Drake


A Book Review by Alessandra Pollock


What is happening with feminism today?   Third Wave Agenda is a collection of essays that reviews the activism of some  “generation  X” women.  It provides a beginning compilation of the theories we are creating now, in the third wave of feminism.  Explicit in every author’s discussion is the premise that feminism is not dead, that we are not in an era of postfeminism, but have much work to do both within feminism and in society at large.    


	Leslie Heywood and Jennifer Drake are  college professors in their 30s.  Heywood teaches Cultural studies, Feminist studies, and Twentieth-century Literature at the State University of New York in Binghamton.  Drake teaches English and Women’s Studies at Indiana State University.  In their own contributions to the volume, they write, 


“We’ve hated our mothers (and ourselves) long enough.  Their struggles are still our 
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Thank you all so much.  This has been an amazingly successful campaign—we really appreciate the support and hope to continue to provide services you believe in.  Thanks!!








struggles, if in different forms.  Bridging generations as much as races, as much as classes, as much as all our other bisecting lines, and being humble enough to realize that our ideas are not so new, is one fine way to fight paralysis, to move, to shake, to rock the world one more time.” (54)


This is the point.  The essays they have collected show a continuation of the feminist tradition, building on what we’ve learned and continuing to push the boundaries, especially with regard to class and race.


	Both theoretical and practical, the book addresses several issues.  There are essays that discuss the historical legacy of feminism and where the women who embrace that legacy are going.  Other essays focus on what activists today are doing, including HUES magazine, hip-hop artists, the Riot Grrrls, and Rosanne Barr.  These essays press further, questioning how  media representations of women in general and feminists in particular affect and are affected by third wave feminism.  Finally, Heywood and Drake include discussions of the theoretical focuses in academia today.  Issues surrounding revealing one’s agenda as a professor; being out on campus, sexually or as a feminist; addressing the masculine within women and addressing differences in a meaningful way are all explored.


	This is the first volume I’ve seen exploring the feminist movement today. The book both reports on and helps to shape the direction we will take.  The authors define themselves as feminists and seek to explore what exactly that means, both historically and actively.  As an initial development of  third wave theory,  this volume is indispensable.  I encourage everyone interested in the movement to read it and talk about it with other feminists.  This book is about dialogue and creation—the reader is not passively  soaking up the information, but hopefully, will become part of the action.





Women’s Center Staff		Volunteers


Betsy Danforth, Director		Melissa Boyle	


Jennifer Knowles, Student Assistant	Danita Kemp


Alessandra Pollock, Student Assistant	Shelly Videon





Summer Reading List by Betsy:


Ten of my Favorites! (these are all older books and are available in paperback!)





The Wedding by Dorothy West


Beloved by Toni Morrison


Mama Day by Gloria Naylor


Written on the Body by Jeanette Winterson 


Bastard Out of Carolina by Dorothy Allison


The Book of Ruth by Jane Hamilton


The House of the Spirits by Isabel Allende


The Cider House Rules by John Irving


The Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood by Rebecca Wells


Women on the Edge of Time by Marge Piercy





Bella Abzug, women’s rights activist dies


I pulled this article off the Web Page MSNBC—it’s interesting to see how mainstream media chronicles 





her life, her successes and failures.  See if you agree with this eulogy…


SHE DIED of complications following heart surgery at Columbia Presbyterian Medical Center, according to Harold Holzer, her spokesman. She had been hospitalized for about 3½ weeks.  Of the 21st century, “Women will change the nature of power, rather than power changing the nature of women,” Abzug said in 1996.  She had helped pave the way nearly 30 years earlier.  With the slogan “This woman’s place is in the House— the House of Representatives” and the backing of the Democratic Party’s reform wing, Abzug beat Rep. Leonard Farbstein, a seven-term Democrat, in the 1970 primary on Manhattan’s Upper West Side.  She then defeated talk-show host Barry Farber by fewer than 9,000 votes in the general election, becoming the first Jewish woman in Congress.


‘AN ORIGINAL’


It was the early years of what was still known as


“women’s liberation,” and tough-minded women were


 treated as a curiosity.  “Bella was an original,” former Mayor Edward Koch said. “The women of the world, not just the country, owe her a great debt. She stood up for them as nobody else. She was their champion.”


Abzug, a labor and civil rights lawyer and peace activist before she went into politics, became a lightning rod for publicity. She often said that the adjectives would have been different if she had been a man — “courageous” instead of “abrasive,” “forceful” instead of “strident.”


 	“There are those who say I’m impatient, impetuous, uppity, rude, profane, brash and overbearing,” she wrote in her 1972 book, “Bella!” “Whether I’m any of these things, or all of them, you can decide for yourself. But whatever I am — and this ought to be made very clear at the outset —I am a very serious woman.”


‘MOTHER COURAGE’


On her first day in Congress, Abzug introduced a


resolution to withdraw all U.S. soldiers from Indochina. It was defeated. She had better luck when she invoked a little-known procedural tactic that forced the Nixon administration to surrender the Vietnam documents known as the Pentagon Papers.





In 1976, she decided to run against Daniel Moynihan in the Democratic Senate primary instead of running for a fourth term. Moynihan won the primary and, that November, the Senate seat he continues to hold.  “Battlin’ Bella,” and “Mother Courage,” as she was dubbed by the tabloids, also lost runs for New York City mayor and two attempts to return to Congress.  Her last bid was in 1986, the year her husband, Martin Abzug, died. She returned to suburban Westchester County, where she and her husband had raised their family and tried to unseat freshman Republican Rep. Joseph DioGuardi.


 	She retained her tough personality — and the disdain of conservatives — through the years. In 1979,


 then-President Carter fired her from an advisory committee after she criticized him. In 1996, she said she supported President Clinton’s re-election “because the Republicans are advancing a pre-fascist state.”


In 1995, former President Bush, noting her attendance


at the U.N. conference on women in Beijing, said: “I feel somewhat sorry for the Chinese having Bella Abzug running around China.”


                                


MCCARTHY TRAINING


Abzug’s training for battles on Capitol Hill came from


skirmishes defending victims of Sen. Joseph McCarthy’s red hunts in the 1950s.  She took up the cause of civil rights after graduating from Columbia Law School in 1947, working for the Civil Rights Congress and the American Civil Liberties Union.


For two years, she was chief counsel on the appeal of Willie McGee, a black Mississippian convicted of raping a white woman. He was executed in 1951.


In 1961, when the United States resumed nuclear


testing, Abzug founded the Women’s Strike for Peace and later was an outspoken critic of the Southeast Asia policies of Lyndon Johnson and Richard M. Nixon.


 	Seldom seen in public without a hat, Abzug said her millinery had a message.  “When I first became a lawyer only about 2 percent of the bar was women. People would always think I was a secretary. In those days, professional women in the business world wore hats. So I started wearing hats,” she told an interviewer in 1987.


“My mother said I was a feminist from the day I was born in 1920, the year women got the vote,” she said in 1994 on receiving a medal from the Veteran Feminists of America.











 



















































































RUSSIAN PARENTS


Born Bella Savitsky to Russian immigrant parents in the Bronx, she championed underdogs throughout most of her life. Her father, who died when she was in her teens, called his Manhattan butcher shop the Live and Let Live Meat Market.  She married Abzug in 1944, and he remained her staunchest supporter. During her last run for Congress not long after he died, she spoke of her grief: “There’s a whole emptiness. You feel different. But I think about him being at


my side. I think about how he would be reacting ... the


strength he would be giving me. I feel he’s there in some way with me.”


 	Opponents in her various political races questioned her patriotism, accused her of not supporting Israel enough, and criticized her liberalism.


“I always had a decent sense of outrage,” she told an interviewer in 1987.


She is survived by two daughters, Isobel and Eve Gail, and a sister, Helene Alexander.





newsletter edited by Alessandra and Christian Sarver









































