Women'sHistorv Month:
Thirty Years Strong
By DiveenaMarcus
WhenI usethewordsynchronistic,I
assumemost of us know what it means.It was a
word developedby psychologistCarl Jung at
the turn of the century. During that era, there
was much hope for positive changeall around
the world. Peoplehad begun to realize that their
world was getting smaller, and they startedto
becomemore globally interactive. Today most
of us look at our world inclusively.We
acknowledgethe various peoplesand
intellectual communities with whom we share
our planet, and know more about their various
strugglesfor civil and human rights. As Simone
De Beauvoir points out in The SecondSex,
women were implicitly excluded from the
human race whereasthe male sex explicitly held
the racial definition. The Women's Suffrage
movement (or the "Woman Movement" as it
was offered referred to at the turn of the
century) changedthe very definition of "human"
to actually include both genders,which opened
the door to a more inclusive vision of 'people.'
Women's History Month is the
celebrationthat honors this acknowledgement.
Our society has changedin the past century, and
in many ways, we have lost the pomp and
circumstancethat denotemeaningful passages
of historical significance.Participating in this
celebrationof Women's History Month helps us
embraceall aspectsof our lives as well as the
past, the present,and the future.
I chosethe word "synchronistic"
becauseI feel it has been a synchronisticevent
in writing this article. I popped in to visit the

Women's Center and to offer my servicesas a
volunteer, and Betsy askedme to write this
article. Thus I decided to look into the history of
our historical month. In researchingit, I
discoveredthat this is in fact, the 30th
anniversaryof the celebrationof National
Women's History Month. The recognitionof
the need for a celebrationdedicatedto women's
history was first conceivedin the 1970'sin
California. It was created,in fact, in Sonoma
County, within my ancestralCoastMiwok
original peopleshomelands. It was here in 1978
that the Education Task Force of Sonoma
County Commission on the Statusof Women
createdan official "Women's History Week"
surroundingInternational Women's Day on
March 8*. It was so successfulthat schools
developedtheir own Women's History Week
programs. The following year, facilitators of
the task force from California sharedtheir
project at a Women's History Instituteat Sarah
Lawrence College in New York. Other
participants at the institute becameso supportive
of the project they decided to petition Congress
to declarean official National Women's History
Week. In 1981,a Congressionalresolution
proclaimed Women's History Week, and by
1987,it was brought to congresswhere both the
House and the Senateapprovedthe celebration
of Women's History for the entire month of
March.
The National Women's History Month
project will celebrateits 30 year anniversary
with the theme: "Our History is Our Strength."
The sponsorsof this year's grand celebration
are: The Library of Congress,National
Endowment of the Humanities, National Gallery
of ArL National Park Service. Smithsonian

Institution, United StatesHolocaust Memorial
Museum,U.S. National Archives and Records
Administration and will highlight the themesof
past projects of achievements.
A visit to the Women's History Month
Project website offers accessto the exhibits and
collectionsin honor of the project hostedby the
Library of Congressand the National Gallery of
fut. A special art exhibit, "The Guerrilla Girls:
Do Women have to be Naked to get into the
Metropolitan Museum?" will be shown at the
National Gallery of Art, and documentssuch as
an itinerary of the many historical sites of the
Women's SuffrageMovementin Massachusetts
and New York will be hostedby the National
Parks. Exhibits and information about women's
cultural,historical,and political contributionsas
well as information about women at war and in
the arts are included as well. Also on the site are
podcasts,videos,featuredartists,musicians,an
online exhibit to Emilia Earhart'shome and a
National Gallery exhibit of women portrayed in
the arts throughout history. My favorite is the
performancepage featuring musical artists who
have contributedto our country's culturesin the
areasof Blue Grass,Appalachian,and a Native
American women's collectionthat are hostedby

the SmithsonianInstitution. The site includes
event listings throughout the month as well as
sponsorlinks to eventsthat are being hosted as
well. The month of March is filled with an
abundanceofrich resourcesto be integratedinto
our lives and personalhistories as we celebrate
those women before us who we can learn about
from the National Women's History Project.
Look around and you will find this opportunity
to honor and celebratewomen throughout
history at MSU, in the media,and countless
supportinginstitutionsand organizations.Let's
Celebrate!
The National Women's History Project
3440 Atway Drive, Suite F
SantaRosa,CA 95403
Phone:(707) 636-2888Fax: (707) 636-2909
Email: nwhp@aol.com
http://www.nwhp.org/whm/index.php
Diveena Marcus is a graduatestudentin the
Native American Studiesprogram.She obtained
her BA degreein Philosophyand a Minor in
Women's Studiesfrom the University of
Hawaii. Shegraduatesthis spring 20II.

Women's Center Staff
Betsy Danforth has been the director of the MSU Women's Center for ninereenyears. Sheis originally from New
York City, and studied Women's Studiesand History at Pitzer Collegein Claremont,CA. Shehis beena Bozeman
resident for 25 yearswhere yoga,reading, volunteering for local non-profits, hiking, playing volleyball, cooking, and
spending time with good friends and her partner are a few of her favorite activities.
Assistant Krystal Fischer is a senior working on a double major in BusinessManagementand Political Science,and a
milor in the Entrepreneurship program and History. In her sparetime sheloves reading biographies,watching The
Daily Show, The Colbert Report, and football.
Assistant KelseyJoronenis a Graduate Student studying Architecrure here at MSU. Sheis originally from
Livingston, Montana, and enjoys the great outdoors. Other hobbies include reading, spending time with friends, and
being creative.
Volunteer Annah furasmith is a junior studying food and nutrition here at MSU. Annah grew up in Livingsron and
enjoysplaying tennis, volleyball, exploring the Gallatin and ParadiseValleys, and back packing.
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Maestra/Teacher
A Documentary

Film by Catherine Murphy

The Literacy Project in collaboration with ICAIC

CUBA'S ROAD TO LITERACY: A LEADERSHIP MODEL FOR WOMEN WORLDWIDE
Coming to MSU: FREEPUBLIC EVENTON MONDAY MARCH 28 at 7:3O pm
Literacy Fair at 7 PM
Montana State University SUB BALLROOMS
The CubanLiteracyCampaignin 1961 was
one of the fafthest-reachingand most
successfulliteracycampaignsto date, one
of the pinnaclemomentsin the social
history of the Americas.Maestra,a 30minute documentary,tells the story of the
campaignthrough personalstoriesof
women literacyworkers who went to the
mountainsand valleysacrossthe islandto
teach-and found themselvesdeeply
transformedin the process.
Over half of the newly literateadultswere
women. Manyof them learnedto readthe
alphabet-and write their own names-for
the first time, And for the young women
from the citieswho left their homesand
went to the mountainsto teach,the
Photo courtesy of Liborio Noval
campaignremainsone of the most
impoftantexperiences
of their lives,It was
the first time in Cubanhistorythat thousandsof young women brokefree from many key
limitationsthat they facedas women and went out on their own. Manysaid it was the first time
they felt "independent,capable,and free."
The literacycampaignworkersare now in their 60s, 70s and BOs,They are livingtreasuresand
their storiesmust be documentedand shared. Exploringthis momentthroughoral testimonies,
this documentaryexploresthe connectionsbetweennationalliberationand personalliberation,and
the importanceof empoweringwomen and girls. Basedin living history, Maestraalso aims to spark
contemporarypoliticaldialogue,reflection,and strategiesfor positivesocialchange.
"In an age when so many teenagers-especially girls-are afflicted with low self-esteem, the
Literacy Project shows how a whole generation of Cuban youth blossomed by venturing
out to the countryside to spread the gift of literacy. Proving the old adage that it is better to
give than receive, this film shows how a government mission to help the poorest lifts the
entire society to new heights. Watch [Maestra] and rejoice."
MedeaBenjamin,Founder,CodePink:Womenfor Peace,and GlobalExchange;
NationalAdvisoryBoard,US Womenand CubaCollaboration
"This film brought tears to my eyes. Thank you. It is beautiful."
Alice Walker, Writer and Peacemaker,Author of The ColorPurple
Contactlnformation&DVDtrailorpreview:
i nfo@theliteracyproject.org

www.theliteracyproject.org

DETAILSON OUR WEB SITE WWW.WOMENANDCUBA.ORG

Our History is Our Strength
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Wednesday,March 9th,SackLunch Seminar "Who said That? Speechesand Oral
Interpretations throughout Herstory"
Noon,SUB168
In honor of NationalWomen'sHistoryMonth,studentsfrom BozemanHigh School'sSpeechand DebateTeamwill
presentoral interpretationsand speeches
givenby womenthroughouthistory. Comeseetheseterrific performances
by studentsdirectedby the team'scoach,famesMaxwell.

Wednesday,March 23'd,SackLunch Seminar "Feminism, Backlash,and the Rise of the New
Right-Wing in Contemporary fapan"
Noon,SUB168
Followingthe BeijingInternationalWomen'sConference
in 1995,feminismbeganto becomemainstreamedin fapan,
with new equitylawsbeingpassedthroughoutthe country. Followingthis,an extensivecampaignagainstfeminism
was initiatedby the self-described
"grassrootsright-wingmovement" led by the religiousright. Tomomiyamaguchi,
AssistantProfessorof Anthropology,will discussthis backlashagainstfeminism,and feministsupporters'reactionto
this phenomenon,
in contemporaryfapan.

Wednesday,March 3gth,SackLunch Seminar "Pow-Wow Etiquette 101,,
Noon,SUB233
This wonderfulpresentation,featuringa wide variety of traditionalpow-wow outfitsand dancers,will be interactive
and focuson the protocol,history and contemporaryand traditionalfeaturesthat take placewithin a pow-wow
celebration,

Wednesday,March 30th,Gender Equity and the Statusof Women in Cubaand the United
States:A Panel Discussionand Reception
4-6 p.m. in the SUBProcrastinator Theater
foin us for this very specialeventwith a welcomeby MSUPresidentCruzado,and a paneldiscussionfeaturingCuban
feminist edugatorand activist,NormaGuillard;U.S.filmmakerCatherineMurphy;MSUProfessorof Modern
Languages,
PatriciaCatoira;MSUProfessorof Sociology,
LeahSchmalzbauer;
and MSUPresidentWadedCruzado.This
eventis co-sponsored
with the Officeof the President,the DiversityAwarenessOffice,Women'sand GenderStudies,
BozemanBusiness
and Professional
Women,andthe MaestraFilmand Speaking
Tour sponsors.
Also,pleasejoin us
f,orthe President'sreceptionin the Leigh
Lounge.

Thursday, March 3lst, Women's
History Reception and Studentof
AchievementAward Ceremony
5:30 p.m., Great Room, Foundations
Bldg 1501South1lth
foin us for the 19thannualWomen'sHistory
Month Receptionand presentationof our
Studentof AchievementAwards-an event
co-sponsored
with our friendsin the Alumni
Affairs. Our keynotespeakerthis year will
be MSU alum Meghan Huntoon, creator of
MSU'schapter of Triota, the National
Women's and Gender Honor Societv.
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BY THE WOMEN'SCENTER

The VOICECenter
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All films are FREEand start at 7pm in the ProcrastinatorTheater.
Discussionpanels follow each film.
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